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“VidSedc rgunir en une publication «p<cfA^ les in^riptiohs dr. • ph» 
qe'dles sent; .arises au jour par Jes diverse.* branches dc l’Arch*plog»cal Survey, est jxceileote. IFdtait temps 
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« Hitherto the student of Indian inscrfptto»».-had •fe'l.ffNftfc for the record* as yet putil |^ )» tfa^ pag cs 
of various learned periodicals of India and Europe, b*tf&a the volumes of the Awbmologital 
independent The foundtfion of *** .<j«a^y devoted to EfMgrapl^ 
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•‘Dr Burgess has succeeded in securing of the most competent scholar* in ewy laincb 
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■‘At the Congress of Orientalists lately hot* in .Undj^rthb.^^W mw was awarded to Or, 
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Burgess than this statement of t he value' attached to his labours by so many ;■& the h«$h«t Oriental wfeolat*. -~ 

The R. LB. A. Journal, 22nd December Ji?p 3 . 
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EPIGRA PHI A INDICA. 



I.— JABALPUR COPPER-PLATE INSCRIPTION OF YA8AIIKARNADEVA. 

[A. D. 1122.] 

By Professor F. Kielhorn, Ph.D., C.I.E., Gottingen. 

This inscription, of which I am unable to say where 1 or by whom it was discovered, 
was engraved on two plates. Both plates were deposited in the NAgpur Museum, where 
a Devanftgari transcript of the wholo inscription was made which seems to exist still 
and which will be referred to below. Subsequently the second of the two plates was 
either lost or stolen. But the first plate is still in the Museum ; and, since the inscrip- 
tion even in its fragmentary state is of some importance, being the only one of the 
Chedi king Yasahkarnadeva hitherto discovered, I edit it now from five rubbings and 
impressions which during the last two or three years have been kindly supplied to me 
by Dr. Burgess, Mr. Fleet, and Colonel J. A. Tefnple. 2 

The plate is inscribed on one side only, and measures about 1' 6 broad by 1' high. 
At the bottom it has a round hole, about in diameter, for a ring which has probably 
disappeared together with the missing plate. The writing has suffered a good deal from 
corrosion, and there are in consequence several aksharas which cannot be read with 
absolute certainty. But, fortunately, everything of historical importance is clear and 
distinct, and there is no doubt about the purport of any part of the inscription. The size of 
the letters is between ■§" and fr*. The characters are N Agar!, and the language is Sanskrit. 
Excepting the introductory om om namo Vrahmaue and a few words at the end, the in- 
scription is in verse. The total number of verses is 21, of which 16 oeeur also in the 
Kuinbhi copper-plate inscription of Gosaladevi. 1 * As regards o rthography, the letter b 

1 I call the plate the Jabalpur plate, because it is so called by Sir A, Cunningham. The district of 1 J&valipattami or 
J&uli-patan 1 was appaiently mentioned in the lost portion of the inscription. See the references in note 2. below. 

1 See Grant’s Gazetteer of the Central Provinces, 2nd edition, Introduction, pp, li and lii ; and Sir A. Cunning- 
ham’* Archeological Survey of India, vol. IX, pp. 87 and 88. Several of the statements which have been made regarding thin 
inscription, on the basis of the NAgpur Museum transcript, are very incorrect. Thua, according to one account, the inscrip- 
tion is one of Karnudeva, according to another it belongs to Gayakarna, and the transcript is said to read Sri-maheSd* Karna ; 
but there can be no doubt that the inscription belongs to Yatfafykarna and that, what the copyist had before him ill the now 
lost plate, was S>t imad~ Yatahkarna, Karnadcva is said to have built a fort named Karna Meru from which flowed the river 
Karnavati; in reality Karna built a temple at BanAniH, which the poet describes as Karnas Meru, and he founded the town of 
KarnAvati. The same Karna is said to have conquered Blduiesvara, kin# of Andhra, who is identified with Bhirna II, one <>t 
the eastern ChAIukyas. What the inscription really says is, that YnSa^ikurna defeated the king of Andhra, and that he subse- 
quently presented the holy Bhimetfvara (or Siva) with many ornaments* [See page 7, note 48. — K. H.] 

3 Edited and translated in the « Journal Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. VIII, pp. 4S3— 435 ; and re-edited by 
Dr. F. E. Hall, ib. t vol. XXXI, pp, Ilti — 123* It will he seen that the present inscription, in verses 3, 5, 8, 12, 14, and 20, 
furnishes decidedly better reading than those given by Dr. Hall, and that in verse 21 it supplies certain words which have 
becu dither omitted or given quite wrongly in the published versions of the Kurnbbl inscription. 




